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THE WEB OF LIES THAT ENTANGLES ULSTER
“No lie is of the truth,” I John 2:21.
The synopsis of a sermon preached in Kilskeery Free Presbyterian Church on Sabbath evening, September
11th, 1994, By Rev Ivan Foster
(A warning issued 23 years ago of the deceit and lies at work on the subject of ‘peace’ in Ulster!!)
There are times when the finger must be pointed and the lie exposed. The cause of truth in a time of deception demands that a most vigorous witness be maintained. When there is a babble of voices proclaiming the
lie the servant of God must be all the more strident in order to ensure that his voice rises above the lie. We
live in just such a day. The fabric of national life is riddled with the woodworm of deception and falsehood.
Politics, religion, business, every strata of the nation’s affairs is corrupted by untruths. A great deception is
being wrought especially upon the Ulster people in the realm of religion and the constitutional future of our
province.
1. It is deceitful to claim that no deal has been done with the IRA.
•

I say that on the basis of the past history of London’s dealing with us. There has not been a prime minister or secretary of state but has lied about us and to us. Deals have been done with the IRA before in
Whitelaw’s time and again just recently by Major’s government. Both deals were strenuously denied at
the time. I find no comfort in the assurances of Archbishop Eames. He is a perjurer par excellence. As
a minister of the Church of Ireland he has broken his ordination oath repeatedly by his affiliations with
Rome. His word is no bond.

•

I say it on the basis of the informed opinions of very many people. The press is filled with reports from
those who have the inside track on such issues that indicates a deal.

•

I say it on the basis of the activities since the cease-fire was declared. They confirm the reports of the
contents of the deal struck between Major and the IRA. Prisoners brought over to Ulster, IRA armed escape, in which a prison officer was shot and wounded, but which was deemed no breach of a ‘cease-fire’,
army reducing its presence, border roads being opened. Newsletter reports – 10/9/94.

2. It is deceitful to say that the IRA cease-fire forms the basis of future peace.
A ceasing of terrorism is not the same as peace. Maybe if that was better understood there might not be the
foolish tendency to swallow all the hyperbole uttered by the horde of deceivers that sit behind the microphones in the studios of the broadcasting media.
I wish to speak about the true nature and character of peace.
I. TRUE PEACE IS FOUND ONLY WHERE CHRIST IS OBEYED.
Lev 26:6. Peace was promised to Israel when she obeyed the Word of God. While there is a continuing of
the rejection of God’s word that we witness today, there can be no peace in Ulster. The word peace means—
safety, quiet, tranquillity, contentment. Do you see any of those characteristics braking out on the Falls or
Shankill roads?
1. The disturber of peace is sin. The harmony, tranquillity and contentment of heaven was disturbed by
Satan’s sin, II Peter 2:4. Sin ruined the peace of man in the Garden of Eden, “Wherefore, as by one man
sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned,”
Romans 5:12.
2. As long as sin rules in the heart there will be rebellion in the life and behaviour of men. “For as
he thinketh in his heart, so is he,” Pro 23:7. Isaiah 57:20-21. The word ‘rest’ means peace, Joshua 11:23.
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For peace to prevail there must be obedience to God.
3. Obedience of the gospel is the first peaceable act man will perform. True obedience is accompanied by surrender to Christ, a yielding up of all arms and resistance. The gospel is God’s peace terms, Isaiah
1:18.
II. TRUE PEACE FLOURISHES ONLY WHERE CHRIST REIGNS.
Psalm 72:7. In the day of Christ peace shall abundantly flourish. The day spoken of here is a specific reference to the millennium reign of Christ upon the earth. But it is seen at least in part in that day when the
sinner comes under the rule of Christ.
1. There is peace in the soul regarding the past. The pardon of all sins has brought peace.
2. There is peace in the soul regarding the present. Having God’s mercy rest upon you leaves you desiring no more. It is enough.
3. There is peace in the soul regarding the future. It is well with our souls.
III. TRUE PEACE FLOWS ONLY FROM CALVARY.
Colossians 1:20.
1. The blood of the cross is the basis of all peace. The blood-shedding of Christ dealt with the source
of the sinner’s unrest — his war with God, Rom 5:10.
2. Peace is bestowed by the application of the blood to the heart of the sinner. Reconciled by the
blood. Home of the Israelite marked by blood escaped judgment.
3. It is maintained by recourse to its cleansing power. I John 1:7-9. The sins of believers are dealt
with by the blood. “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and he is the propitiation for our sins: and not
for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world,” I John 2:1-2. It is to the blood we look and to it alone
for deliverance from sin and the unrest and strife that it creates.
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