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Securing the future by remembering the past, part 1.

Psalm 78

It is clearly stated here in this Psalm what the duty of fathers is regarding teaching children of the merciful 
dealings of God with them and their forbears.

“We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, and 
his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done,” verse 4.

The consequences of failure is clearly indicated here also. “And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn and 
rebellious generation; a generation that set not their heart aright, and whose spirit was not stedfast with 
God,” verse 8.

We must not just bear in mind God’s merciful dealings with His people in the past and the rich and blessed 
harvest that was the result, but we must also remember what disobedience and defiance of God by former 
generations brought upon them. See versus 18-33.

These verses provide us with timely considerations as we recall that 50 years ago there was dawning upon 
the Free Presbyterian Church a time of great controversy which would break forth into REVIVAL blessing!

I have sought to tell the story of that time by assembling together the reports which appeared in the 
Church’s magazine, “The Revivalist” in 1966-68 and also some local newspaper reports. 

You can read that account here.

Please consider with me truths that are very applicable to us today.

I. THE TERRIBLE SIN OF FORGETTING THE LORD

“And forgat his works, and his wonders that he had shewed them,” V 11.

1. This must be a most grieving thing for the Lord to bear. That we should forget His mercy and the 
blessings purchased by the blood of the Lamb is ingratitude indeed! There is none of us who take kindly to 
being overlooked. What controversy within family circles have taken place as a result of a name being omit-
ted from a wedding invitation list or other such act of forgetfulness.

But these examples fall far short of the appalling act of forgetting the Lord. No one owes to another human 
being what the Christian owes to God! I can best illustrates this by setting forth some glorious gospel state-
ments.

“But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us,” Romans 
5:8.

“In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his 
grace,” Ephesians 1:7.

“Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) and hath 
raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: that in the ages to come 
he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace 
are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God,” Ephesians 2:5-8.

“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all,” Isaiah 53:6.

“For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put 
to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit,” 1 Peter 3:18.
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“Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins,” 1 John 4:10.

Now, to FORGET the Author of these mercies and many more like them must be unspeakable grieving for 
the Lord. I am sure the Saviour’s tears in Luke 19:41 were not just because of what lay ahead of Jerusalem  
because of its sin, but were brought on by memories of His loving care toward them on innumerable times 
in the past but which now were long forgotten by this city.

Woe unto us if we forget God’s mercy to us in this denomination.

2. Such forgetfulness begets other sins. “And they sinned yet more against him by provoking the most 
High in the wilderness. And they tempted God in their heart by asking meat for their lust,” Psalm 78:17-18.

3. The terrible wrath which followed. “Therefore the LORD heard this, and was wroth: so a fire was 
kindled against Jacob, and anger also came up against Israel; because they believed not in God, and trusted 
not in his salvation,” verses 21-22. 

This is the harvest we will reap when we forget the Lord and do not rightly celebrate His mercies.

Listen to the audio of this message here.
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